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marched back into their own country,1 not only without turning
upon the friends who had invited them, but without even
receiving the stipulated price of their intervention.

During the reign of Swinthila [fo'21-631] the supremacy of
the clergy had remained to some extent in abeyance, nor was
any Council held in Spain between 589 and 633. But the
summoning by Sisenand of the Council of 633, which is known
as the Fourth General Council of Toledo, marks an epoch in
the history of Spain. For the councillors not only assumed
the novel right of confirming the election of Sisenand to the
throne of the Visigoths, but they further decreed that the
election of all future kings should be subject to the confirmation
of the bishops2 duly assembled in Council. It was only natural
that Sisenand, seeking to obtain ecclesiastical sanction of his
usurpation, and public recognition of the legitimacy of his suc-
cession, should have submitted himself and his claims to the
assembled ecclesiastics; and the bishops of 633 were not slow
to accept the submission, and declare the legitimacy, of so
faithful a son of the Church. But the Council was not content
with the exercise of its new power of king-making. It took
upon itself the still more novel power of excommunication; and
the councillors proceeded in their corporate capacity to declare
Swinthila, his mother, his wife, and all his family " extruded
from the fellowship of the Catholic Church, and of the whole
of Christendom ".

King Sisenand reaped the fruits of his subjection to the
ecclesiastical authority, to which he had offered so ample a
recognition; and he reigned until his death in 636, when he
was succeeded by Chintila, who submitted himself, in his turn,
not only to initial recognition, but to much subsequent dicta-
tion at the hands of succeeding Councils. Chintila, a mild
monarch, pleased the priests, persecuted the Jews, and died in
peace in 640. Tulga reigned from 640 to 642, when he was
relegated to a monastery, somewhat after the fashion of Wamba,

1A golden font which had been given by Aetius to Thorismund after the battle
of Chalons is said to have been the price of this Prankish intervention. But
Sisenand, finding himself already in authority on the nrrival of the assistance thus
purchased, refused the promised guerdon ; and King Dagobert was compelled to
content himself, after much negotiation, with a sum of money, in lieu of the precious
relic.

2 A few laymen, members of the nobility resident at the king's court, were
also included in the Councils as Palatines* and arc supposed to be the Gcirdingi,
whose status and attributes have puzzled so many writers upon the period, Dahn,
r. Hodgkin, Eng. Hist. Review, vol. ii., 223.